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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) t>van el ectronic moPGaging sy stem -l^aviftg one or mor e AL a 
se rver computer sys te m that is network conneclable to a plurality of cUents compiUer systems, at 




IgasTfi rst and second client computer systems hciaG a ss ooiatod with a con fi cured to indicate a 
status for and sen d an d receive electronic m cssae cs for an electronic messaging userj ^having a 



mast er status refl e ct ed-to o ne or mor e fiubocri ^rs, a method for updating #M3-a_master status of 
Ihc electronic messaging me t not withstanding; that the first client com p uter system and second 
client compute r s ystem may indicato d iffer ent statuses for the electronic mc ssaaing usen the 
mastCLj^tatu s being the status that is reflected to other client com put er systems, the method 
comprising4h6-&t€ps-of: 

fts sigiiing m aintaining a first, view status te for the electronic messaging us ci:,Jhe 

first view status ind i cating the status of the electronic mes s aging user as delected at the 

first c lient computer systemie acb of-the-ett c or more cli e nts ; 

maintaining a second view status for the electronic messaging user, the second 

view indicati ng the status of the electronic messaging user as detected at the second client 

computer system: 

re ceiving a first status update from the first client computer system, the first status 
update indicatin g t hat the first client computer system has detected a c hang e in the status 
of the electronic messaging user: 

in response to receiving the first a -status updat e rccoivcd from one of tlie one or 
W0^e -clients, evaluating at least t he first status update , the first vicw_ status._- and die 
second view status according to specified status _rules to dctennine the master status of 
thc^jccttpni c messaging use re ach vi e w statuo : and 

updating storing t he master status m a master view conesponding to af-the 
electro nic messaging user in accordanc e with th e e v alua^ieivof-fe o status update and each 
view- statfts-s uch that an appropriate status for the electronic messagin g user is .provided 
to other electronic messaging users . 
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2. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 1, wheFem 
fts&igmHg ruiiher comprisin g oG th e st eft& of: 

associating a firat view identifier with eaeh -the first view status; and 
rt^<;nmalin g a second view identifier with each-thc se con d view status , 
reeeiv^mg-a-e licnt status upd ate-an d the view identifier fro Fft-one et 
morecttef to; ond 

status update? 

3. (Currently Amended) A metJiod as defined in claim 1> whe^ein- 
assiguin^ further comprisinge&-tbe steps-c^f: 

updating the fii^t view status identifK 
status with-e nc of the on e or mor e-cljents in accordance with the eto^ first status update. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim U wherein the s top of 
evaluating furlhcr comprises the s top of determining whether the masLei- status should reflect the 
fiT^t status update. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 1, fijrther comprisinp es the 
stejvef reflectifig the master status to at least one client computer svstem associated with another 
electronic messaging user, th e on e or -more-gubscriberg. 



6. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein ihe-step-ef 
Hpdato&-storingifurtheT comprises changing the master status to the status indicated in the first 
status update. 
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7. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim U wherein the step of 
^vp daling storinu further comprises the step of refraining fvom c hanging retaining t he master 
slalus oycn Lhoitg l^ the status indicated in the Jir-SLte-the-status update dif fers from the master 
fitatus. 



8. (CuiTenlly Amended) A method as defined in claim 1, wherein evaluating further 
compriscsing itt-leas^ ono of the st e p of changing the master status according to a priority system. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 8, wherein the-step-of 
changing the master status according to a priority system further comprises tlie stepsrof: 

changing the master status to olTlinc if the first status update indicates the 
electronic measaging usc r is invisible; 

refraining from changing the master status if the first status update indicates 
electronic messaging user is offline; 

refraining from changing the master status if the first_status update indicates the 
el ectronic messaging user i s idle; 

changing the master status to offline if the first status update indicates the 
electronic messaging user is oftlinc and ^^e- one or more remaining view statuses 
associated with the messaging client, includine the second view status, gye -indicate the 
electronic messaeing user is o ffline: and 

changing the master status to idle if the first status update ts -indicates the 
electronic messagi ng user is idle and the -one or more r emaining view statuses associated 
with the messaging client, including the second view sta tus, efe -indicate the electronic 
messaging user is c onsist of idle or of Fline. 
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1 0. (Cimenlly Amended) At a server t h at is network conncctablc to a plurality of 
cHcnts. h\ an cleotro Hio coAiimumca tiori-^ysteffl -each client in the p l u rality of clients h aymg 
mni ntaining a status for an electronic messaging user and each client being configured to rc^e jye 
el ectronic mc^safics addressed to the electronic messaging us er, the electronic messaging.u scr 
having presence infonmation maintained at a the server, a method for updating the presence 
information of the^Hsef that is to be reflected to subscribers, the method comprising the steps of: 
crcatingr-at- the server, a view status for each of the one or more clients in the 
pjuralU y of clients, each vi e w status representing the status of the electronic messaging 
user detected at a corresponding client ^, whoroin each view status bcins ^ossociatocl with 
eaGh-€lient-is identified by a unique view identifier; 

a^^Fing -consolidatina the presence information fVeffl- for the electro ni c messaging 
user b ased on an evaluation of each view status such that tlie consolidated p resence 
infonnation is representative of a current status of the electroni c messaging u ser even if 
so me view statuses differ , wherein the consolidated p resence information is maintained in 
a master view and is r e flected to -the-s ubscribors ; 

receivin g, at th e s e rs ^er^ a status update from one of the one or more clients; and 
updating the consolidated p resence information for the electronic messaging user 
in the master view r 6 fl e ct e d " te 4 ho subGcribors aocording to based on an evaluation of the 
status update and each view status. 

11- (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 10, wherein th o a top of 
creating further comprises the step of receiving a first status change at the server, the first status 
change being representative of an initial status of one of tlie one or more clients. 

12. (CuiTently Amended) A method as defined in claim 10, wherein tho - stop of 
altefing -consolidating the presence information further comprises th s st e p of comparing each 
view status to determine a current status of the user, the cunrcnt status corresponding to the 
presence infonnation. 
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13. (Original) A method as defined in claim 10, wherein each status update is 
reRcctcd in an associated client view status^ the associated client view status being identified by 
a view identifier scut with each status update. 



14. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 10, wherein the atep of 
updating further comprises th e step o f changing the presence information according to a priority 
system. 



changing the presence information according to a priority system further comprises at least one 

changing the presence information to offline if the status update indicates the 
electronic messaging user is invisible; 

refraining from changing the presence information if the slalus update indicates 
the electr oni c messaging us er is offline; 

refraining from changing the presence infomiation if the status update indicates 
the electronic messa^n^ user i s idle; 

chariging the presence information to offline if tlie status update i ndic ates the 
electronic m essa g ing user is offline and the remaining view statuses indicate the 
electronic mesaatdng user a fO-is offline; 

changing the presence information to idle if the status update the electronic 
messaging user is idle and the remaining view statuses consist of indicate the electronic 
injcssa^ijifi ujcr js.idlc and OLofQinc; and 



16. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 10, wherein the stop of 
updating further comprises the -st«p-of reflecting the updated presence information in the master 
view to the subscribers. 




15. (CuiTcntly Amended) A method as defined in claim 




changing the presence infonnation to match tlie status update. 
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17. (Currcnlly Amended) A method as defined iii claim 10, wherein ttio step of 
iipdoting further comprises #ie-&t«p-of-changing the client view status associated with tlic status 
change, such that the client view status accurately reflects the status; change. 



18. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer execuluhle 
instructions for performing the method steps-recited in claim 10. 
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19. (Currcnlly Amended) In an insiant messaging group having a user associated wilh 
multiple clients, e ach client c onfi gured tod ctect a s t atus o f t he u scr and t o s end and receive 

electronic me ssages for tho user, Iho user having con so 1 i dated p resence information 

representative of a master status stored at a server, the master status representing the statu s that is 
reflected to subscribers even if the user s tatus detected at some of the multiple clients differ s^ a 
method for reflecting the master status to subscribers, the method comprising the steps of: 

for each of the multiple clients, creating a client view status at a server when each of the 
multiple clients sends a first slatus change to the server, cacl^ client view status representing 
the status of the user as detected at a corresponding client ; 

iissigning a view identifier to each client view status when the first status change is 
received at the server, wherein the -each view identifier associates eacl vone o f the multiple 
clients with a particular corresponding client view status^ 

setting tlic master status based on an evaluation of each client view status; 

for each subsequent status change received fi-om one of the multiple clients, updating the 
master status in accordance with an evaluation of the subsequent status change and each 
client view status, wherein the presence information reflected to the subscribers corresponds 
to the master status. 

20. (Original) A method as defined in claim 19, wherein the client view status is 
representative of a current status of ai:i associated client, 

21 . (Currently Amended) A method as defmcd in claim 1 9, wherein tlio stop o f sotting 
the master status further comprises tho otcp of reflecting the master status to the subscribers. 

22. (Currently Amended) A method as defined in claim 19, wherein the stop of 
updating tho master status further comprises the step of changing the master status according to a 
priority system- 
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23. (Currently Anicnded) A method as defined in claim 22» wherein th e jstep of 
changing the master status according to a piiority system further comprises at least one orth« 

changing the master status to offline if the subscciuent status update indicates the 
user is invisible; 

refraining from changing the master status if the status update indic ate s the user i$ 

offline; 

refraining from changing the master status if the subsequent status update 
in dicates the user is idle; 

changing tlic master status to offline if the subsequent status update indicate s the 
user is offline and the remaining client view statuses indicate the user is a fe-offline; 

changing the master status to idle if the subsequent status update i ndicates the 
user is idle and the remaining client view statuses consist of indicate the user is i dle and 
or offline: and 

changing the master status to match the subsequent status update. 

24. (Original) A method as defined in claim 19, wherein the master status reflected to 
the subscribers is representative of a current status of the user. 

25. (Currently Amended) A m ethod a s d efincd i n c laim 1 9, further c omprising t4i© 
step-ef selecting one of the client view statutes to be represented in the master status. 

26. (Cuirently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the method stegs-recitcd in claim 19. 
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27, (Currently Amended) A computer program product for implom e nting use in an 
instant messaging system having a user associated with one or more clients, each cUenl in the 
on e or more clients confi^mred to detect a status of the user and to send a nd ^rgc d^ 
messsagcs for the user, the user having presence inforriiation reflected to subscribers, the 
computer program produci for implementing a metliod for updating the presence information, the 
computer program product comprising: 

a computer-readable medium carrying executable instructions that, when ex eculed, 
cause a server to u er form th e followin gfef-Berfbi^mme-the -metl^ d, wher e in the method 
inc4Hdes-tlve-steps-fof: 

create ing, at a s e rv e r, a view status for each of the one or more clienus, 
each view status representing the status_of the user detected at a corresnonding 
client, each wherein th e view status beins _a55ocintcd w ith-each-otien^'^ i dent i Red 
by a unique view identifier; 

al4erir>^conso_lida_tc the-prescncG information for the user fr effl-based on 
an evaluation of each view status such that the consolid ated presence information 
is representative of a current status of the user; 

rcccivcijigr-at-t-he-server-y a status update from one of the one or more 

clients; 

updatcing tlic consolidated p resence information foOlieJi^eL-^ccording to 
the status update; and 

rcflcctii^g the updated consolidated p resence information to the subscribers 
such tha t appropriate presence information is p r ovided to the subscribers even if 
some view statuses differ. 
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28, (Curreiilly Amended) A computer program product as defined in claim 27, 
whereiti tbo otop or updalina llie presence informalion further comprises the steps of : 



changing tlie presence informalion lo offline if the status update indicates the user 
is invisible; 

refiaining from changing the presence information if the status update indicates 
th e user is oflltnc; 

refraining from changing the presence information if the status update in dicates 
lhiDji£ei is idle; 

changing tlie presence information to offline if the status update indicates the user 
is offline and the remaining view statuses indicate the status of the user is we-offlinc; 

changing the presence information to idle if the status update indicates the user is 
idle and the remaining view statuses indicate the user is consist of idle «fid-oLofflinc; and 

chnnging the presence information to match the status update. 



Page 11 of 14 

PAGE 1 6/1 9 * RCVD AT M2004 6:06: 1 6 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * S 




